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IELTS WRITING

Some people feel that certain workers like nurses, doctors and teachers are
undervalued and should be paid more, especially when other people like film
actors or company bosses are paid huge sums of money that are out of
proportion to the importance of the work that they do.

-How far do you agree?
-What criteria should be used to decide how much people are paid?

You should use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your
arguments with examples and relevant evidence.

Write at least 250 words.

Nobody can deny that there are certain professionals like nurses, doctors and teachers
who are essential to the fabric of society, and who should therefore be rewarded
accordingly. However, this is seldom the case. When we look at the salaries and fees
commanded by certain film stars and actresses and people who run large companies,
this does not seem fair.

First of all, not all film stars earn huge sums of money. In fact, at any one time in the
UK, for example, roughly 80 per cent of actors are out of work and on top of that the
number who are paid so-called ‘telephone number fees’ is even smaller. One must
also remember that the career of many actors is very short and that therefore the
money they earn has to be spread over many years. The same applies to company
bosses.

Stating a set of criteria as to how much people should be paid is not easy. The idea of
performance-related pay is very much in vogue at the moment. Rewarding people
according to qualifications has long been used as a yardstick for paying people, but it
IS not a consistently good measure. Another is years of relevant experience, but there
are many cases where a younger person can perform a task better than someone with
lots of experience.

Whatever criteria are used to assess salaries, an on-going cycle will develop. This will
create pressure in other areas. This considered, generally | feel that certain key
professionals should have their salaries assessed by independent review bodies on an
on-going basis so that they do not fall behind.

(269 words)
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IELTS WRITING TASKS
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
1. Write about the following topic:

Some people consider computers to be more of a hindrance than a help. Others
believe that they have greatly increased human potential.

How could computers be considered a hindrance?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
experience. Write at least 250 words.

2. Modern lifestyles mean that many parents have little time for their children.
Many children suffer because they do not get as much attention from their
parents as children did in the past.

Do you agree or disagree? Write at least 250 words

3. Write about the following topic:

More and more qualified people are moving from poor to rich countries to fill
vacancies in specialist areas like engineering, computing and medicine.

Some people believe that by encouraging the movement of such people, rich
countries are stealing from poor countries. Others feel that this is only part of
the natural movement of workers around the world.

Do you agree or disagree? Write at least 250 words.

4. Write about the following topic:

Computers and modems have made it possible for office workers to do much of
their work from home instead of working in offices every day. Working from
home should be encouraged as it is good for workers and employers.

Do you agree or disagree? Write at least 250 words.

5. Write about the following topic:

Nowadays many students have the opportunity to study for part or all of their
courses in foreign countries.

While studying abroad brings many benefits to individual students, it also has a

number of disadvantages.

Do you agree or disagree? Write at least 250 words.
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6. Write about the following topic:

As mass communication and transport continue to grow, societies are becoming
more and more alike leading to a phenomenon known as globalization. Some
people fear that globalization will inevitably lead to the total loss of cultural
identity.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience. Write at least 250 words.

7. Write about the following topic:

Illiteracy has traditionally been viewed as largely a third world problem.
However it is becoming apparent that in countries such as the USA and
Australia, illiteracy is on the increase.

Discuss possible causes for this and its effect on society. Write at least 250 words.
8. Write about the following topic:

It has been said, “Not every thing that is learned is contained in books.”

Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge
gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience. Write at least 250 words.

9. Write about the following topic:

Recent figures show an increase in violent crime among youngsters under the age
of 18. Some psychologists claim that the basic reason for this is that children
these days are not getting the social and emotional learning they need from
parents and teachers.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience. Write at least 250 words.

10. Write about the following topic:

Countries such as China, India and Japan have unsustainable population
growths. In fact many experts are of the opinion that the population ‘explosion’
which is now a very worrying concern, is the most serious threat to life on this
planet.

Give some suggestions to address this problem. Write at least 250 words.



